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been wel | docunented that during major stornms on the east
coast Harnful Al gal Bl oons occur during sedi nent

di spersal. And these are cysts that live in the sedinent
and when they are rolled up they cone to |life and form
bl oons. These al gae are toxic to human bei ngs and when
taken up by shellfish these are no longer fit for human
consunpt i on.

Fourth, but not |ast, we have worked
extensively in the Branford area in the Farm R ver nmarshes
and we have col |l ected evidence that this region may carry
nore seismc risk than neighboring regions. The eastern
border fault is the major structural |ineanment in
Connecti cut crosses under the Farm R ver and our detail ed
sei snogr aphi ¢ studi es have shown that there have been
repeated off-sets in that area of several thousand
centinmeters over the last two and a hal f thousand years.

W have --

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir.

Pl ease make sure that your entire statenent gets into the
record. Sir, please nake sure your entire statement gets
into the record. The additional stenographer will be
happy to take that for you. Next speaker, Larry WIIlians
followed by Carnela Cuono. Larry WIIlians, 68 Harbor Edge

Drive, MIford? Carnela Cuonp?
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M5. CARMELA CUOMO  Hello. | thank you for
the opportunity to speak to you. M nanme is Carnela
Cuonb. |'ma research associate -- research scientist at
Yal e University in the Departnent of CGeol ogy and
Ceophysics and | head up the Undergraduate Marine Bi ol ogy
programat the University of New Haven.

|"ma resident of Handen, so | too speak to
you not so nuch as a citizen of Branford, but as a
concerned scientist whose area of expertise is on sedi nent
geochem stry, bentic-biological coupling to sedi nment
geochem stry and hypoxia in anoxi c environnment and | work
especially in Long Island Sound.

| have several points and serious doubts
that | would like to discuss with you. | wll be
submtting a witten statenment. | have read the draft
Envi ronment al | npact Statenent, the full Environnental
| npact Statenment and the subsequent nodifications to the
pl an that |slander East has submtted and | have sone
serious questions about several of the things that are in
there. First of all, the geochem cal considerations are
not adequately addressed at all. As Johann Verakanp j ust
nmenti oned when you stir up the sedinents, the contam nants
that are in the sedinents will be released into the

overlying water.
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M/ concern is that not only will they be
rel eased, but they are in a chem cal state called bing
reduced, they are in an anoxic environnment. Metals, which
| slander East in their fewtines that they did sanple,

t heir geochem cal sanplings said that they found evidence
of silver, cabnium calcium chromum copper, nanganese,
ni ckel and | ead and zinc. And according to their -- their
El S does state that they actually were above threshold
levels at the fewsites that they did sanple. If you then
stir this up and oxygenate it, those nmetals are going to
cone of f of many of them They going to becone bio-
avai | abl e and you’ re going to have probl ens.

M/ second concern the bentic-ecol ogy.

Their benti c-ecol ogi st speaks of recovery tinmes, well, it
is well known by all bentic-ecol ogists, nyself included,
that recovery tinmes are not an absol ute science. W have
not actually been able to cone up with a qualitative or
even a quantitative nodel that can adequately address
recovery times in bentic soft grain systens such as you
have in Branford. So we do not know.

The best thing that we can | ook at is what
happened in MIford where the Iroquois line was laid. 10
years | ater those systens still have not recovered. So it

i s sonewhat preposterous to assume that sonehow
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mraculously it’s just going to happen in a year in
Br anf or d.

My third point is that | just finished
wor ki ng on why the |obsters died in western Long |sland
Sound and one of the nmajor reasons influencing that seens
to be the fact that the area here is experiencing warm ng
of the waters, it’s a climatic change. W are now
coupling a climatic change to an ot herwi se al ready
environnental ly stressed system Wen you do that, we
don’t even understand the environnental stressers on the
Sound adequat el y enough to understand what’'s happeni ng.
You couple that to environnental change and it’s a whole
new bal | gane and that’s primarily one of the things that
killed the | obsters.

So we're just trying to figure it out for
western Long Island Sound and you' re going to take an area
in central Long Island Sound, dig up a whole bunch of
ot her environmental stressers, couple that with an
envi ronnental forcing function, such as gl obal change, and
you have a ness that no scientist is going to be able to
predict.

So | urge you --

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you very nuch

Next speaker, Richard Donohoe, who will be followed by
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Ceor ge Case

MR RI CHARD DONOHCE: Ri chard Donohoe, 23
Tweed Road. W’ ve been -- ny famly and | have been
nei ghbors of the railroad for about 30 years and | would
like to address the question of safety. As you indicated
Col onel, that is one of the charges that you have to | ook
i nto.

The question of what happens at the
term nus has been handl ed very nicely by the
representative of Tilcon, so | would like to sinply
address what happens along the train track. Please know
that in the last 15 years in our country we’'ve had 3, 184
i ncidents, accidents, in gas pipelines, which have cost
Anerica the lives of 328 peopl e.

Tilcon init’'s submssion to the
Connecticut Siting Council in 2002 stated the follow ng.
Despite all the precautions enployed by Tilcon and the
Rail road to prevent accidents they occasionally occur.
Trai ns wei ghting 4, 000,000 pounds derail and damage the
track systemand surrounding areas. Tilcon Railroads
ongoi ng mai nt enance and i nprovenent projects require that
the full width of the right of way be available to all ow
the restoration of tracks and other facilities, or to

allow the repair of derailnments and spillage resulting
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fromderail nents

Tilcon requires the unfettered ability to
use the entire width of the right of way in the operation
and nmai ntenance of the rail system The endemc
construction and nmai nt enance of the pipeline along the
railroad tracks poses serious safety concerns. The right
of way is too narrow to acconmodate the railroad operation
and the pipeline. |In short, the pipeline and the railroad
cannot safely co-exist on this narrow, single purpose
pi ece of property. There are better, safer and |ess
i nvasi ve options available to the Applicant for it’s
pi pel i ne.

| verified |last week that this is still the
position of the Conpany. Sonetine |ast year the patriots,
who run |slander East, submtted to the Departnent of
Conmmerce, that the Departnment of Commerce, the Federal
Depart ment of Conmerce shoul d overcone the Connecti cut
Envi ronment al Departrent (indiscernible) ruling agai nst
their project stating as an issue the question of national
security. The Departnent of Commerce very wi sely bucked
it over to the Departnent of Defense, the Pentagon. And
on April 29'" of this year a M. Philip Gone, who is the
Deputy Undersecretary of Defense responded to the

Department of Conmerce as foll ows.
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“W have revi ewed the appeal and cannot
concl ude that a national defense or other national
security interest would be significantly inpaired if the
project were not permtted to go forward as proposed.”

Now, M. Gone reports to M. Runsfeld, who

reports to President Bush. Don’t we have a great country?

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, CGeorge Case will be followed by Gail Kleinman --
Ki neman.

MR CGEORGE CASE: |'m George Case. | live
in North Branford. | amnot a scientist, | aman

observer. And | observe a clear context of the North
Branford town government in a property, cash and ot her
relationship with Tilcon. Secondly, Tilcon had property
who’s got a building permt for |Islander East.

| think we should refer the whole matter to
the Attorney Ceneral for action. Thank you

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Qur
next speaker, G| Kel man, naybe? 15 Halls Point Road,
Stony Creek? Bill Horn? M. Horn will be followed by
Loretta Fox.

MR BILL HORN: I'mBill Horn. | live at

246 Pl easant Point Road and |’ m speaki ng toni ght as past
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President of the Land Trust. |’ve had a lot to do with
foll owi ng this pipeline.

" mgoing to depart fromwhat 1’'d pl anned
to say to deal with a couple of things. One that M.

Rei nemann tal ked about, the restoration plan that has been

devel oped t hrough consultation with the Land Trust for

Land Trust properties. Restorationis a tricky word. |

t hi nk what we’ ve developed is a plan, which if it works as

we hope will keep the right of way on Land Trust

properties fromturning into the weed patch that the

Al gonquin right of way in North Branford has turned into.
It’s a poster child for invasive species. | hope we can

prevent that from happeni ng.

The property will not be restored to what
it isnow Wre losing trees that are probably 100 or
150 years old. Even in the work areas where they || be
allowed to re-grow, | won’t see them ny kids won't see
them ny grandkids probably won't see them W' re not
restoring the area.

The other thing has to do with M.
Brockett’s suggestion about a -- | believe he said a
linear wal king path. W had actually considered the
possibility of trying to work something |ike that out.

One of the problens is that, as was pointed out in the
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Bl ue Ri bbon Conmi ssion report, the pipeline snakes its way
back and forth across a working railroad. |It’'s very
difficult to conceive froma safety point of view how that
woul d work as a wal ki ng pat h.

It also follows the wetlands because it’s
easier to go through wetlands than it is to go through
rock. And so you can’t have a wal king path in sensitive
habitats |ike wetlands. So as nuch as we appreciate M.
Brockett’s suggestion | think it’s sonething that we woul d
probably not be able to work out. Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Loretta Fox followed by John WI son.

M5. LORETTA FOX: Good eveni ng and thank
you for comng to Branford to |isten to our concerns. M
nane is Loretta Fox. | live in the Stony Creek section of
Branford at 15 Long Poi nt Road.

| would like to address the perception that
the opposition to this pipeline project is strictly a case
of NI MBYismand not in ny backyard. | present to you
docunents that support the fact that there are other ways
in which the Long Island Sound is receiving support.

The DEP has had a Coastal Zone Managenent
Act for over 20 years. One of the things the state has

i mpl enented is the Long Island Sound License Pl ate

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 ~N oo o B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO O B W N +—» O©O

106
HEARI NG RE: ALGONQUI N GAS/ | SLANDER EAST
AUGQUST 5, 2003

Project. In fact, one of the early benefits of that is
the Branford Troll ey Track Footbridge, which received
$25, 000 because the DEP thought that visitors to the
f oot bri dge coul d expect to see numerous shorebirds in
tidal estuaries, feeding in the marsh or wading in the
shallow water. This marsh then is the one that is being
i mpact ed.

Al'so in 1989 the Connecticut General
Assenbly established the Long Island Sound Assenbly. They
receive funds and their purpose is to inprove Long Island
Sound. | have copies of their newsletter and their
reports to the State.

The USEPA has the Long Island Sound O fice.
They have a programcalled the Long |sland Sound
Prograns. They partner with New York to try to restore,
protect and enhance Long Island Sound. The Long Island
Sound Foundation, forned in 1962, that group al so produces
a-- well, this year -- | knowny light’s going to turn
red, but this is the book that they provide, which is a
book of resources, which | borrowed fromny library
telling every way in which you can work to hel p Long
| sl and Sound, all the organizations. And they wanted us
to get involved and that’s what we’ ve done.

And the last is the U S. has created the
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Qceans Act of 2000. It was entered at the time of the
Cinton adm nistration and they have sel ect nenbers |ike
Robert Ballard on their conmttee and they' re going to be
doing a report on a three-year study this fall. So |
submt that it seens that there is nore than just this
smal| elite group of people fromBranford who care about
t he precious resource we call Long Island Sound.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Next speaker, John Wlson, he'll be foll owed by Joseph
Dendi s.

MR JOHN WLSON: My nane is John WIson. |
live in Stony Creek. | amspeaking to ask that you deny a
permt to Islander East and that you support the
determ nation by the Connecticut Departnent of
Envi ronmental Protection. This project is not consistent
wi th Connecticut’s Coastal Shore Managenment Program The
proposed | sl ander East Pipeline is neither indispensable
or necessary as there is an alternative route that is
shorter, safer, and | ess damaging to the environment.

In addition, it is highly questionable that
there is a market demand for their product. The existing
environnental protection |aws should not be corrupted to
provi de conpensation for political contributions by the

energy industry. |Immnent domain should not be used to
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create terrorist targets. A natural gas pipeline buried
inthree feet of dirt is a vulnerable terrorist target.
How is the current admnistration and it’s war on
terrorismgoing to stop a terrorist with a small shove
and a radio controlled detonating device?

In ny opinion, building this pipeline next
to a school should be a crimnal offense. Please ensure
t hat human safety, the Connecticut shoreline and the
waters of the Long Island Sound are preserved and
protected for future generations. Please deny a permt to
| sl ander East. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Joseph Dendas foll owed by Andrea WI son.

MR JOSEPH DENDAS: M nane is Joe Dendas.
| live on 15 Pl easant Point Road in Branford, which is
about two football fields away from where they plan on
putting the pipeline.

As a forner nmenber of the U S. Arny Corps
of Engineers | stand before you. |’mnot a scientist.
|”’mnot a doctor. |I’mnot a teacher. |I'mnot a tree
hugger. But | can tell you that | don't want this going
t hrough ny backyard and | know ny nei ghbors don't. | fee
this is detrinmental to the environnment for where we live

and | think it is also a safety hazard. | have an eight-
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nont h-ol d daughter and | know a | ot of ny nei ghbors have
famlies in the area

| slander East | believe is just a
corporation that’s trying to make profits fromputting
thi s pipeline through Long Island Sound and we’ve had a
| ot of people here tonight that are against this. Mself
al so. The other thing is that | know being in the Arny
Corps of Engineers, and | know that you all there know
that this is not going to be a safe type of endeavor here.

And | hope that you all vote against this and I know t hat
| " magainst this and | know that the people in the town of
Branford and the State of Connecticut are against this.
Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Andrea WIlson, to be followed by Chad Lyons.

M5. ANDREA WLSON: CGood evening. M/ nane
is Andrea Wlson. | reside in Stony Creek, Connecticut.
Thank you very much for this opportunity to speak to you
t hi s eveni ng.

| am speaking in opposition to the proposed
| sl ander East Pipeline through Branford. | oppose it for
the follow ng reasons. One, there is a shorter route for
the pipeline. Two, there is a safer route for the

pipeline. 1t is unconscionable to even consider placing a
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hi gh pressure natural gas pipeline adjacent to a school.
The route of the proposed pipeline is past Witewood
School and takes no neasures to protect the children.
This route was chosen because it was nore profitable than
using the existing pipeline in MIford.

Recently, in Jeffersonville, Kentucky a
natural gas pipeline, simlar to the one proposed through
Branford, exploded. 1In that fire acres were scorched and
because of the pressure in the pipeline it took several
hours for the flames to be brought under control. | would
like you to try to imagi ne just what woul d happen to
school children 70 feet away froma ball of fire 1,000
feet in the air that is hot enough to nelt sand? In ny
opi nion, building a high pressure gas pipeline next to a
school cannot be norally justified.

Three, there is a less environnental ly
damagi ng route for the pipeline. 1In conclusion, to date
t here has been no proof that the pipeline is either
i ndi spensabl e or necessary. The proposed pipeline through
Branford is not about em nent domain, it is about greed.
This pipeline is a safety and environnmental disaster and
needs to be stopped now. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am

Next speaker, Chad Lewis, who will be followed by Charlene
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G anat a.

MR CHAD LYONS: That's Chad Lyons. W
nane is Chad Lyons. |I'ma long-tine resident of Branford
and |’ ve been asked to read a letter here and submt sone
docunent ation for John Barkley, who is a doctor fromthe
Wl dlife Conservati on Research Center up at UConn.

It says, “I amwiting to express ny
concern about potential inpacts of the Islander East
Pi peline on greater scaup ducks and their habitats in
Branford. | was a long-tine resident and recent property
owner in Branford and amvery famliar with the proposed
sites. As a professional waterfow biologist and
Associ ate Professor of Wldlife Ecology at the University
of Connecticut, | have done extensive research on these
ducks and their habitats in both Pine Orchard and Short
Beach as well as other location. | have read text and
exam ned maps depicting the |ocation, description and the
Applicant’s table of generalized potential environnental
i npacts of the proposed |slander East Pipeline via Pine
O chard and the alternate via Short Beach.”

There’s a |l ot of technical background, but
"1l go onto his summary.

“Pipeline inmpact. A copy of information

provi ded by the Applicant indicates there is sone
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anbi val ence as to just what pipeline installation
techniques will be used in any given site. Since nassive
granitic bedrock and shallow glacial till overburden are
maj or conponents of Kel sey |Island and Short Beach,
pi peline installation would seemto pose serious
ramfications for the existing habitat for greater scaup
and their food resources. | believe that any major
di sturbance of sedinments presents risk to existing or
future scaup and other wildlife food resources in that
enbaynent .

| f pipeline installation occurs in col der
nont hs when migration and wintering birds are nornmally
present, the disturbance frominstallation and human
activity is expected to keep the birds from accessi ng
essential food resources, deprive the birds fromshelter
af forded by the shoreline during northerly winds. Wnd
direction and strength, stage of tide, coastal currents
and occurrence of storms influence where, to what extent,
and what kind of biological effects fromsite disturbance
wi Il occur on other habitats adjacent to or near the
actual disturbance site.”

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir.
Pl ease submt --

MR LYONS: |'Il submt this and sone ot her
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docunents.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Charlene GR A-N-A-T-A followed by Stacey Rhine.
M5. CARLENE GRANATA: Good evening. W
nane is Carlene Ganata. | live at 50 Wndi ng Forest
Drive in North Branford. | amhere tonight as an inpacted
| andowner and | am opposed to the |Islander East Pipeline.
This pipeline is proposed to go through ny

backyard. W have woods behi nd our hone, which act as a

natural buffer between us and a heavy industrial area. |If
t he pi peline goes through there will be a 75-foot wi de
foot strip of trees cleared. I1t’ll take Islander East 30

m nutes to cut down and destroy what took 30 years to
grow. They plan to replace the 80-foot trees with grass
seed. This will expose ny honme and ny famly to the
industrial area. Then not only will we be forced to see
and hear all the sights and sounds of Bl akesley, Tilcon
Railroad train and ot her business, all the dirt and dust
which the trees now filter out will come through ny yard
and will contribute to health issues as ny husband has
ast hma.

Al so, ny husband and son are anateur
astrononers and the light intrusion fromthe conmpany’s

nightshifts will elimnate their hobby at hone. W'’'re
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al so nenbers of the Cedar Lake Association. There's 144
fam lies surrounding the | ake area who have deeded | ake
rights. The nei ghborhood children play there and swimin
the | ake. Cedar Lake feeds Lindsey Lake, also in North
Branford, which feeds a supply pond in Branford. |If the
ground is blasted to lay pipeline in the contam nated area
docunentation states that the contam nation will spread

and nmay reach Cedar Lake, which will spread to Lindsey

Lake and then to the supply pond. Contami nation will kill
plant life, biological life and wildlife in the three
ar eas.

As bad as that would be I am nore concerned
about what woul d happen to our children who swi mand pl ay
in the contam nated | ake. WII we not know the
contam nation has spread until the fish and wildlife die
or until our children get sick? And who will be held
accountable for this travesty?

This pipeline route is residential and
i nvades people’s honmes and their lives. The devastation
of this poorly planned project will be felt for years to
cone. Future generations will inherit it’s aftermath, but
once the damage is done the destruction and devastation
cannot be reversed or repaired.

This roomtonight is filled with very
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intelligent and well-inforned people. There have been
nunerous hearings, nmeetings and rallies with hundreds and
t housands of people and petition signatures and the
nessage i s always the same, stop the pipeline. How can so
many peopl e speak so well and have such valid concerns of
opposi tion and |slander East still continues to try to
push this project through? You need to ask yourselves, if
this is such a good thing, why are all of these people
continuing to give of thenselves and their tinme to fight
it? These people are not fighting for a large bottomline
dollar profit, or for large corporate success, or for
political advancenment. They are fighting to maintain
their quality of life, the integrity of their hones and
the safety, health and well being of their famlies.

In closing, we are asking you tonight for
your support in helping us to maintain what is valuable to
us and what we have all worked so hard for. Please do not
fall victimto their pressures of big business and
politics. Please do the right thing. Please stop the
pi pel i ne.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Next speaker, Stacey -- it’s either Rhine or RU WE
maybe? 15 Watershed Road. Ruth Ann Gault, or Gault,

Trunbul | , Connecti cut ?
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M5. RUTH ANN W ESENTHAL- GAULT: H . |It’s
Ruth Ann Wesenthal -Gault. Do you need ne to spell it?

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  No, no.

M5. W ESENTHAL- GAULT: Okay. |I'mfrom
West on, Connecticut, also a | andl ocked community. “I’'m
here tonight as a proud nmenber of the Long Island Sound
Action Coalition and in ny capacity as President of the
Wodl ands Coalition. The Wodlands Coalition is a grass
roots organi zati on of nore than 5,000 nmenbers whose goal s
it o protect the environment of Connecticut. Long Island
Sound is a critical part of that environment. There are
many who woul d bifurcate the uplands fromthe cross Sound
i ssues. This nmust not and cannot be done. Qur presence
here tonight is denonstration of that.

There are many who -- there are nmany who
have, because of their love of their State and Long Isl and
Sound, the ability to speak with know edge, experience and
great passion. They will in the nost articul ate way
possi bl e state the facts. Consider ne, if you will, the
voi ce of the many who follow this issue with concern and
yet are not certain what they as individuals can do to
stemthe tide of the destruction of our environment for
the sake of the utilities conpanies.

I n your consideration of this file we ask
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that you answer these questions. Isn't it likely that
construction of the pipeline will cause unacceptabl e and
i rreparabl e damage to coastal and nmarine resources in an
area of exceptional nmarine habitat diversity? Are there
ot her alternatives, which could provide increased supplies
of gas to Long Island at |ess environmental cost? Isn't
it the case that the Departnment of Defense and the U S
Arny Corps of Engineers have in their comments stated that
there is no national defense or security issues identified
by the Applicant that would in sonme way be harnmed?
Finally, isn't it areality when | ask, is this an
appl i cation based on the inmagi nation of a conmpany who
woul d create a demand where there is none and m srepresent
t he pipeline systenf

It has al ways been the goal of the
Wodl ands Coalition to search for balance. As we began to
nore cl osely exam ne the issues before you toni ght we
began to have a better clarify of the position in which
you find yourselves. The district ACCE anal ysts are on
record pointing out several times that they are required
to deny permts to projects that are not the | east
environnental |y damagi ng alternative. FERC acknow edges
that there is a different route that is | ess damagi ng.

This | eaves you too facing that same
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chal | enge, how to find bal ance. |slander East is pushing
ahead with their project with the support from FERC and

t he Bush/ Cheney energy team That nakes your search for
bal ance all the nore difficult. Sonetines the balance is
found in going to the other extrene. Soneone nust take a
stand to protect the environnent, the people and the
Sound. You are in the position to do just that, we | ook
to you for the positive solution. Thank you.”

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you.  Next
speaker, Ken Warner to be foll owed by Jerry Shaw

VO CE: Ken Varner left.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Ken left. Jerry
Shaw? Ki ki Kennedy?

M5. KIKI KENNEDY: M/ nane is Ki ki Kennedy
and |’ mthe spokesperson for Connecticut Stop the
Pipeline. 1'malso a resident of Branford and a Board
nmenber of two non-profit organizations, Save the Sound and
Connecticut Fund for the Environnent. And I want to thank
everyone for com ng tonight.

| hope that the Corps recognizes that this
has really been a phenonenal turnout considering how
confusing the permt application is as well as the
vacation situation for people during the sunmer. | also

want to extend our deepest thanks to Comm ssion Arthur

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 ~N oo o B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO O B W N +—» O©O

119
HEARI NG RE: ALGONQUI N GAS/ | SLANDER EAST
AUGQUST 5, 2003

Rocque and his dedicated staff for their diligent work and
t horough review in issuing the second denial of Federal
consi stency | ast week. And thank you to the Corps for

hol ding this public hearing and allowi ng us to express our
concerns directly to you.

Connecticut Stop the Pipeline is a
grassroots organi zati on founded in 2001 in response to the
| sl ander East Pipeline Project. As part of the Long
| sl and Sound Action Coalition our mssion is to protect
Connecticut and Long Island Sound fromall cross Sound
energy projects. Notably, in Cctober 2002 Connecti cut
Stop the Pipeline was awarded an environnental | eadership
award from Connecticut Fund for the Environnent.

Right now!l'd like to submt to the record
one copy of the 5,577 signatures collected during our
petition drive, which ran from August 2001 to m d- Novenber
2001. The original petitions are in safekeeping, but can
certainly be nmade available for inspection by the Corps if
requested. These signatures denonstrate the opposition of
t housands of shoreline citizens to the Islander East
Pi peline Project. Qur opposition arises because of strong
concerns about the environnment, econom c and safety
i npacts the pipeline will have on Connecticut and Long

| sl and Sound. These have been already strongly detail ed
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here tonight.

There are three other serious concerns that
have arise since our petition drive. Alternatives, we
respectfully request that you the Corps work to ensure
that a conplete analysis of all alternative routes,

i ncl udi ng non-cross Sound routes is perforned. Cunulative
i npacts, we’'re concerned that |slander East has approached
this project in a pieceneal way in order to under-
represent the full environnental inpacts of their
preferred route. W believe that upgrades to the

Al gonqui n systemwhere it connects with Islander East in
North Haven will be required and as such, a part of the
full environnental review by the Corps.

Thirdly, Islander East’s treatnent of the
data, many requests for nore data and information have
gone unheeded for over two years. For exanple, the final
copy of Dr. Bowen’s sedinmentation report from 2002 in
June. Second, information has been m srepresented and/ or
studi es and surveys and testing are flawed or inadequate.

Wtness Jonat han Waters and the | udicrous assertion that
there are no oysters in the Sound. And information and
real notives are conceal ed. The best exanple of that is
the recent offshore dredge di sposal permt amendnent filed

by Islander with your Agency on July 29'" 2003. | will
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detail that in ny witten subm ssion.

In summary, |I'’mfrustrated with Islander
East’ s persistent evasion of our questions, non-disclosure
of information and m srepresentation of data and we're
| ooking to you, the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers to hear
our concerns, protect our conmunity and get |slander East
to answer our questions and hopeful |y deny the Islander
East Pipeline Conpany their permt. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Jerry Shaw, who will be followed by Ti m Reiner.

MR JERRY SHAW Yes. M nane is Jerry
Shaw. |I'mfrom Stony Creek. | had the privil ege of
representing the Connecticut Fund for the Environnent on
the Long Island Sound Task Force and | have submitted
under separate cover a copy of the Task Force report,
which I think you' Il find of interest, because it
represents a significant effort by the State of
Connecticut in several aspects.

Nunber one, it creates an energy pl anning
organi zation. As you know, FERC is not a planner. They
have a statenment on their web site that they do not plan,
t hat they depend upon the proponents of the pipeline or
the energy to provide a sort of a de facto plan based on

econom c issues. And what | would like to suggest to the
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Corps is that they | ook at the Task Force results and |
woul d just like to read a concl usi on based on the Task
Force results that | think you will find of interest.

“Wthout the benefits of a prudent
regional ly derived energy plan the consideration of any
project that crosses Long Island Sound is premature. W
have been forced by FERC to consider |slander East as part
of a de facto regional energy plan based only on narket
forces and the strategic business plans of Duke and
Keyspan. However, absent Connecticut’s future resolution
of this issue, and | point again to the Task Force
results, | believe that Long Island Sound Task Force
report conclusions support the efforts of the Army Corps
of Engineers in it’s consideration of all system
al ternatives which have fewer significant environnenta
i mpacts under provisions of the Cean Water Act.”

| point out that the Task Force has al so
recommended the creation of marine protected zones and |
bel i eve that there was | egislation introduced this past
year designating the waters of the Thinble Islands as a
protected zone. Thank you very much

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir.  Next
speaker, Tim Raynor followed by Annie Upson.

MR TIM RAYNOR Ww. Can you i nagi ne
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this? U S. Senators, Congressnen, Congresswonen, State
Senators, State Reps., a First Sel ectnen, people fromYale
Uni versity, some of the brightest mnds in the world,

Vsl eyan, University of Connecticut. |’'mawed. W
started this about two years ago and the reason | got
involved is it’s going to effect nme personally.

| Iive on Pepperwood Lane with ny wife and
ny two daughters and in nmy backyard Bill Horn and his
group, they bought some Land Trust property. So ny first
concern is, I'’mnot ashanmed to say at all, not in ny
backyard. Wy? Safety. Hundreds of people have died
because of pipelines. It’s going to be within 50 yards of
ny property line.

Not in ny backyard. Wy? | can sit on ny
deck, coyotes, deer, turkey, raccoons, skunk, chipmunk, it
all comes through. So | can probably say, not in ny
backyard, please. Wy? Wat aml| going to | eave ny
children? What kind of |egacy, what type of story, what
kind of Iesson am| going to |leave ny children if | say
it’s okay for alimted liability corporation, that’s not
based in Connecticut, that has no long-terminterest in ny
state, in nmy conmunity, has no long-terminterest in ny
famly to conme in and to force their will upon us Yankees?

Boy, did they know what they were getting into a couple
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of years ago when they said they were going to do this? |
don’t think so.

So I'"’mproud to say, please not in ny back
yard. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you sir. Annie
Upson fol |l owed by David Perkins.

M5. ANNl E UPSON:  Good evening. M name is

Annie Upson. | live at 25 Cadwell Pl ace, Branford.
First, 1'd like to thank the Corps for listening to our
concerns.

| have a personal interest in stopping the
pi peline as the pipeline will go through the property of
nmy famly' s in North Haven destroying the property and
decreasing the value of this farm and and open space. |
have three main reasons why |’ m agai nst the pipeline.
One, the destruction to the environnent and the ecol ogy.
Two, the alternate safer and shorter route being avail abl e
and three, the manner in which Islander East approached
the elderly farmers in North Haven to obtain signatures to
allow themto survey the existing gas conmpany pipeline
area for expansion.

Representatives from | sl ander East
approached these elderly people with statenments |ike, the

Federal governnment has already agreed to this project.
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There is nothing you can do about it. This is a done
deal. They also said, you will need to sign or you wl|l
be sued by Islander East and the governnent. Wen I
explained to the representative that what she was stating
to ny nother was untrue, as there was no permt given to
| sl ander East fromthe U S. Arny Corps of Engineers, she
rel ated that she would have to get back to me and never
contacted nysel f or ny nother.

In ny opinion, | find the business
practices of Islander East with the comunity unethical,
unprof essional and i moral, constituting el der abuse and I
t hereby request that you deny the permt to Islander East.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Next speaker, David Perkins? Joan Burdick?

VA CE: She’s gone.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG Mary Margaret Visnic
who will be followed by -- I'lIl get to that later. M an®?

M5. MARY MARGARET VISNNC. H. M nane is
Mary Margaret Visnic. M address is 347 Pine Ochard
Road. |I'ma resident of Branford and I first want to
t hank you for coming tonight. W appreciate it. And |I’'m
going to read a letter on behal f of the Soundkeeper, Terry

Backer .
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“This letter is to express Soundkeeper,
| ncorporated’ s opposition to the construction of the
| sl ander East natural gas pipeline across Long Island
Sound. Soundkeeper is a not-for-profit, whose mssion is
to enhance the biol ogical, physical and chem cal integrity
of the Sound.

The construction of the Islander East line
woul d cause undue disruption to the Long |sland Sound
environnent. Existing lines are dicing the Sound’ s seabed
into ever decreasing grids. There are now 12
t el ecommuni cation |ines, pipelines and power cabl es
crossing the Sound. There are also a nunber of proposed
projects yet to be submtted. The result of these lines
beyond construction inpact is slowy elimnating
traditional use of the trust that has been practiced for
200 years.

There are several reasons why you shoul d
not allow Islander East to go forward. First, the health
of the trust is being dimnishing along with traditional
public uses. The |osses are accruing to the people
unnecessarily through a permt process that has fail ed.

As nentioned, there exists already a natural pipeline
crossing to Long Island. Use of the Iroquois Pipeline

shoul d be maxi m zed.
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Reliability of supply fromdiverse sources,
such as the Sable Island fields, can be achi eved without
| sl ander East. |Instead of crossing the Sound at Branford
an overl and pi peline should be constructed to interconnect
t he Al gonquin interconnect at Brookfield, Connecticut.”

|”mgoing to summari ze, “That there are
alternatives available to supply Long Island with natura
gas. Islander East is an unwarranted and unwi se intrusion
into the Sound and should be rejected. The U S. Arny
Cor ps of Engi neers should honor the State’s position and
grant no further approvals until such time as the State
returns with its plan.

Sincerely, Terry Backer, Soundkeeper.”

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Next speaker, A Ferwell, 129 Church Street, Suite 1197

Ma’ am woul d you pl ease spell your first name for the

record?

M5. ANSTRESS FARWELL: M nane is Anstress
Farwell. The first name is ANS-T-RE S S

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you.

M5. FARWELL: | live in Quilford and | work
in New Haven. |’m President of the New Haven Urban Design

League. W’'re an organization that’s involved with

envi ronnental issues, preservation and new devel oprent.
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W have done a lot of work on New Haven’s waterfront for
it’s inmprovenent and devel opnent and we work with various
groups that are interested in Long Island Sound and | work
with the Long Island Sound Action Coalition. W work
together in order to try to devel op better plans that
fulfill regional objectives.

W agree that there’s better routes and
ways to provide energy for Long Island and we hope that
you' || consider these alternatives. That's ny first very
sinple point. And second, there are many ways that the
application submtted by Islander East is inconplete. And
"1l just bring up one exanple that’s been nentioned
already and that’s about the horizontal directional drill.

There’s three points that are very
i mportant that we don’t know about here. One is
appropriate borings have not been done to note conditions,
despite what you ve heard the $25, 000,000 that’s been
spent on developing this project. Were the drill wll
energe is not clear at this point. And an alternative to
the horizontal directional drill has not been presented
for review, just a statenent that I|Islander East will find
an alternative.

This lack of information creates a

dangerous scenari o and havi ng been involved in the effort
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to stop the installation of the Cross Sound cable in New
Haven, |’ m concerned that simlar mstakes could be nmade
here and that in an effort to work with the Applicant

di scovery of facts will not be conplete before decisions
are nmade. And | hope you understand, | raise these
guestions with all respect for the work that you have done
statewide. But | think they' re inportant things that do
need to be raised here.

| recognize that this is a difficult issue
and that cross Sound cable has put all parties in an
i npossi bl e situation. The cable has conprom sed the use
and val ue of the shipping channel in New Haven and it has
probably damaged shel | fish beds. | can only say,
probably, because the DEP, which is so inadequately funded
with our State budget crisis, has not been able to
conplete a study of shellfish nortality in the effected
area and | hope that that study can be done soon.

So we really lack very inportant
information. So the HDD issue really could be a deja vu
all over again in this kind of issue here in Branford, to
guote Yogi Berra. And | think it’s interesting that this
happened in New Haven despite the fact that the Arny Corps
i ssued one of the nost restrictive permts inits history.

It still is difficult for you to reinforce. Thank you
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MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Thank you very much. Next speaker, Matthew CGornan? Long
| sl and Associ ation on the Cormack Road, Cormack, New York?

Marvin Zimerman? Ray GI-NGA-UAGE? Wo will be
foll owed by Louis Nargi.

MR RAY G NCAVAGE: (Good evening. |’ m Ray
G ncavage and |’ man effected | andowner, but |’ m not going
to address those issues. |’mgoing to address nore Sound
i ssues, many of which you ve heard. Thank you for the
opportunity to talk to you tonight.

The |sl ander East Pipeline would negatively
effect Long Island Sound. It would enter the Sound in the
vicinity of the Thinble Islands, one of the nost beautiful
areas of the shoreline between New York and Maine. This
area contains the nost fertile shellfish beds in
Connecticut. These beds support an active local fishing
conmuni ty, both conmmercial and residenti al

| sl ander East has proposed using horizontal
directional drilling to drill under these beds for a
di stance of 4,000 feet. This has never been done before.

It is not known whether it woul d danmage the bed in ot her
ways. For exanple, by drill vibration. Moreover, this
technology is not without risk, as was proven in New Haven

with the rel ease of bentonite, which is used to lubricate
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the drill | believe.

Al so, shellfish beds extend nore than 4,000
feet offshore. After 4,000 feet conventional and/or
jetting trenching techni ques woul d be used. These beds
further out would be subject to the sane devastation that
was experienced in MIford 10 years ago when the Iroquois
Pi peline cross the Sound. Many of the MIford beds have
still not recovered. Initially lobsternmen in the area
were vehenently against this project until Island East
bought their silence. The health of the Sound is a public
resource, not a private one. The right to danmage it
shoul d not be sonething that can be bought by paying off a
segment of a workforce that nakes a living in it.

Wiy woul d | sl ander East pay these mllions
of dollars to buy silence if they were not indeed danagi ng
a resource? Several years ago the Oross Sound Cable
Project |ooked at this very route and abandoned it
partially because of the environnmental sensitivity of the
area. Even FERC has adnitted there’s a route to use,
which is | ess danmaging to the environnent, yet Islander
East has stubbornly refused to consider this route. |
submit this is because of the econonmics of that route are
| ess favorable to Islander East.

Qur resources should not be danaged to |ine
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| sl ander East’s pockets. Let them spend the extra noney
and perhaps give up sone profit potential to use a route
that is environnmentally preferable. FERC said there is a
better way. The Connecticut DEP said the proposed route
was unacceptable. The Branford Bl ue R bbon Committee
poi nted out flaws. The conpany that owns the railroad
expressed concerns about the pipeline and the railroad
existing safely together. Yet as recently as |ast week,
after DEP' s second denial of the proposed project John
Sheri den, a spokesnman for |slander East was quoted as
saying, they are still noving forward with this project.
What’s wwong with this picture? It’s quite clear that the
| sl ander East project needs to go el sewhere.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Louis Nargi, he'll be followed by Charles
Rot henber ger .

MR LOUS NARA: M nane is Louis Nargi

79 Stony Creek Road, Branford. 1'd like to go on record
saying that | oppose this project. |’'man effected
| andowner, as matter of fact, |I'mvery effected. Gkay? |

live on a half acre of land right next to the railroad
tracks. This pipeline will destroy nmy septic system And
| did a perc test that |slander East paid for, they forced

me todoit. | told themny septic systemcouldn’t be
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noved in another area, but they forced ne to do it, so |
didit. The result of that test is that the septic system
cannot be noved off their proposed easenent because
there’s no nore |land reserve, there’s too rmuch | edge in
the area and what’s left is just not enough to put a new
septic system Ckay?

Thi s destroys ny septic system Ckay? At
| east three feet of their pernmanent easenent is in ny
house. As a matter of fact it’s in ny bedroom Ckay?
Less than 20 feet there’s a granite ledge that’s going to
have to be blasted out. What am | supposed to do?
Evacuat e nmy house when this happens when they blast it
out ?

And it’s probably 15 feet fromthe railroad
tracks. Do you think it m ght do damage to the railroad
tracks? So | guess ny property will have to be condemed.

Now, | bought this house three years ago. Six nonths
after | bought this house | started getting notices and
letters. | told Islander East | had a septic system You
know what they did? They ignored it. They didn't even
know | had a septic system That’s how thorough they are.

Ckay?

You got -- you're dealing with a bunch of

peopl e that created rolling blackouts in California so
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they could raise rates on those people. And we're still
dealing with these people two years later. This is a bad
place for this pipeline. They even knowit. Everybody in
Branford, MIford, everybody in Connecticut knows it as
you heard here tonight.

So |’ m opposed to this pipeline and |’ m
sure everybody else is. Thank you very much

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Charl es Rothenberger, followed by L-U1-K-D-I-C
OGCGEO nmybe? Sir?

MR CHARLES ROTHENBERGER. Good eveni ng.
My nane is Charl es Rothenberger and | thank you for the
opportunity to present sone of these comments on behal f of
t he Connecticut Fund for the Environnent.

“CFE is a Statewi de | egal advocacy
organi zation based in New Haven, which is dedicated to
protecting Connecticut’s environment and preserving the
natural resources of the State. The issue presently
before you is whether to issue a permt for a proposed
pi peline project that will have serious environnental
consequences on tidal wetlands in Connecticut and on water
guality and shellfish habitat in Long Island Sound. CFE
urges you to deny the pernmit application.

The seriousness of the potential
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envi ronnent al consequences that would result if this
proposal is approved can be seen in the unanimty wth
whi ch Connecticut’s public officials have responded to
protect the Sound from such projects. Rarely has any one
i ssue found such broad agreenent anong the various State
agenci es charged with protecting Connecticut’s
Envi ronment. The Governor and the General Assenbly have
i ndependent |y established general noratoriunms on cross-
Sound energy pipeline projects. And in the case of the
speci fic subm ssion before you, both the Attorney
Ceneral s office and the Departnent of Environnental
Protection have rai sed serious concerns about the proposed
pr oj ect.

On Cctober 15'", 2000 the Connecticut DEP
determned for the first tine that the pipeline project
was i nconsistent with Connecticut’s Coastal Zone

Managenent plan. And just |ast week they reaffirmed that

denial. The DEP expressed particul ar concern about the
proposed use of horizontal directional drilling. The
Department noted that the rel eases of bentonite drilling

fluid routinely occur in at |east 50 percent of all such
projects. Shellfish populations are particularly at risk
under this project because the proposed drilling corridor

will pass directly bel ow 2000 |inear feet of shellfish
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| ease beds. Despite the very real danger of such a
bentonite rel ease however, the applicant has consistently
failed to provide any plans related to nonitoring and/ or
mtigation of such rel eases.

These are not problens wthout solutions
however. The DEP specifically found that there was at
| east one viable alternative to the current proposal that
woul d significantly reduce the adverse environnental
i npacts of the pipeline.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir.

MR ROTHENBERGER |I'Il submt the rest.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you.  Next
speaker, | believe L-O U I-K? Second nane, DI-CGOCE-Q
900 Chapel Street? No. Ckay. Bruce Walker, who will be
foll owed by Peter Brown.

MR BRUCE WALKER: May nane is Bruce \Wal ker
and | live in New Haven, but | work in Branford. | work
at Wi tewood School .

Wi t ewood School is within feet of the
railroad line and I’ mconcerned about the safety of
upwar ds of 100 students, plus roughly 18 of ny friends and
col | eagues. A nunber of years ago there was a sinilar
type of gas line that ran under the right of way of a

railroad line in California. After a derail nent and the

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 ~N oo o B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO O B W N +—» O©O

137
HEARI NG RE: ALGONQUI N GAS/ | SLANDER EAST
AUGQUST 5, 2003

subsequent cl ean-up, during the clean-up they
i nadvertently conprom sed the integrity of the pipe and
subsequent to that the pressure of the pipe blew through
the part that had been conprom sed and it caused a
conflagration that w ped out an entire nei ghborhood.

Wiy it seens |like a good idea to put a
pi peline next to a railroad line boggles ny mnd. [If I
was a cynic | mght think it was corporate greed. For
once, we should |l et commobn sense prevail over corporate
greed and stop the pipeline. Please deny this petition.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Peter Brown followed by John Frank.

MR PETER BROAN:. H . |’ m Peter Brown.
|’ ma summer resident of Pot Rock Island in the Thinble
Islands and |’ ma resident of 2 Hart Avenue in the Pine
O chard nei ghbor hood of Branford.

| " m speaki ng tonight for the fol ks that
summrer on the Thinble Islands. There's about 100 famlies
that the Thinble |slands Association represents. Senator
Dodd nentioned in his witten statenent that Long I|sland
Sound was the jewel of Connecticut and the Thinble Islands
are certainly its string of pearls. And we very nuch ask
that you fol ks deny the application.

Qur Associ ati on unequi vocal |y, unani nously
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objects to the pipeline for five basic reasons. One,
envi ronnent al damage during the construction process.
Two, the environnmental inpact while the pipe is |aying on
t he seabed, we’re concerned that the delicate | obster
popul ation will be further inpacted. Even in natural
circunstances it’s been proven to be very delicate.
Three, safety. They’'ve tal ked about the rail Iine,
t hey’ ve tal ked about the barge canal. One thing no one
has nmentioned is corrosion. W’re very concerned that
this pipe in the salt environment will certainly corrode
and | think you'll find many of the pipeline disasters
have had a conponent of corrosion, and we're concerned
about that.

Four, there’s no public benefit. Not one
Thinble Island will have access to this gas, although the
pipeline will be some 500 feet away on the western side of
our properties. And we really are counting on the Arny
Corps of Engineers to protect our pearls. Please do so.
Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, John Franks who will be followed by Patrick Low.

MR JOHN FRANK: My name is John Frank and
| m Chai rman of the Norwal k Shellfish Conm ssion. So this

is not a not in nmy backyard kind of thing. “This
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application is for an unnecessary shortcut across
Connecticut and Long Island Sound to inprove a conpetitive
mar ket position and deliver gas from Canada to Long

| sl and, New YorKk.

Applicants already sell gas there. No
benefit in Connecticut is anticipated. No reason is given
to destroy 271 acres at |east of Long Island Sound bottom
nost of it shellfish habitat when an upland route is
al ready established. There is existing pipeline on Long
| sl and owned by Keyspan that they intend to connect to.
This is really a request for a subsidy for I|slander East
i nvest ors.

This line across public Trust Land under
t he Sound coul d save them noney at enornous environnent al
cost. W know they can bury utilities with very little
environnental inpact on dry land. The record burying
utilities underwater has been terrible. Look at Cross
Sound Cable, or the Iroquois Pipeline, or the |eaking
cables fromMNorwalk to Northport. This is only one of
several proposals, all based on some destruction of public
Trust Land. The danmage done to shellfish habitat is
al ways total and pernanent.

Connecti cut Departnent of Environnental

Protection was right when they denied this application
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twice. They found it caused unaccept abl e envi ronnent al

i mpacts and pointed out that it was not the only way to
get the gas to Long Island. The damage done when |roquoi s
laid their pipeline, which is not being expanded, should
never be forgotten. The scars are still there. The
shel | fish are gone forever

The fl oor of the Sound nust be protected
fromfurther destructive comrercial devel opnent. A major
industry in Connecticut is at stake. Please deny this
appl i cation.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Patrick Low? Elizabeth Dock who will be followed
by Naom Low.

M5. ELI ZABETH DOCK: My nane is Elizabeth
Dock. | live at 249 Pleasant Point Road in Branford.

The proposed pipeline through Branford
effects me personally three ways. First, nmy home | ooks
over a healthy salt neadow not nore than 1,000 feet to the
northeast froma land to water entry site of the pipeline.

And | believe the prevailing currents will bring
sedinents, including drilling materials and heavy netal s,
directly under this marsh, a breeding site for fish
shellfish and birds. [|’ma one-third owner of an adjacent

sand beach, which will be simlarly inpacted.
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Active conmercial harvesting of shellfish
inthe pipeline area is visible frommny home and the known
danmage, if we learned fromthe MIford site, will render
t hese sites unusable for years. Connecticut is
justifiably proud of it’s shellfishing industry and to
all ow an unproven drilling project to tunnel under and
t hr ough t hese beds woul d be shameful .

Just during the break |I spoke with Dr.
Sally Richards, a Yale Marine Scientist. And she told ne
that sound levels during drilling at the site is probably
going to exceed 80 deci bels. She didn’t know how far
these levels would be transmtted underwater, but that
certainly is sonething that needs to be taken into
consi deration, especially when we are tal king about the
known seals that are in the area.

This project is only for the gain of
| slander East and it’'s parent conpanies. | urge that
conmon sense prevail, public trust be honored, that the
fragility of this region recogni zed and that this damagi ng
route be rejected by the Arny Corps. Thank you very rmuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Next speaker, Naom Low? N ck Christmal? 1|s he here?
Char |l es Johnson?

MR CHARLES JOHNSON. Good evening. |I’'m
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Charl es Johnson and | live at 2 Juniper Point Road in
Branford and | thank you for hanging in here with us so
| ate this evening.

“Toni ght | appear before you in two
capacities. First, | come to you as the President of the
Juni per Point Association, representing 21 hone or
| andowners in the Juni per Point section of Pine Orchard in
Branford. So in effect, this is about our backyard. This
project directly inpacts our residents in that it skirts
t he boarder of our property, while directly inpacting the
wet | ands and of fshore assets that we all enjoy on a daily
basi s.

The potential addition of a high-pressure
gas pipeline on an active railroad right-of-way al so adds
a significant elenent of risk to our residents, which is
clearly not attractive and certainly not consistent wth
this residential area. In addition, it’s construction
woul d i ntroduce substantial noise pollution for an
extended period of time to our residents. Qur residents
ask you urgently to reject this proposal.

Second, | cone before you as a citizen and
a businessman. | amfortunate to | ead a publicly owned
corporation, which has earned promnence in it’s own

markets. Therefore, | amnost sensitive to the need for
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adequat e energy resources for our citizens w thout which
we cannot continue to build a prosperous society.
However, | strongly believe that good busi ness | eaders
nmust bring bal anced values to our desire for growmh and
profit, while still providing respect for the natural
resources we enjoy.

These ideas are not nutually exclusive as
sonetinmes inplied by one side or the other.

Unfortunately, the basic prem se of the proposed pipeline
proj ect does not neet a bal anced val ues test.

In short, | urge you to disallowthe
proposal s before you that would enable this project to go
forward or encourage it on the proposed site. W live in
a great country and hopefully all of us will vote our
consci ence at the next general election for officials to
| ead our State and National affairs. | encourage al
Connecticut citizens to consider the position of
candi dates on the pipeline project as an inportant voting
criterion as they approach the polls. W cannot all ow
this type of project to rule -- project thinking to rule
the day. Cood governance and our great shoreline depend
on it. The very weight of public outcry demands it.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir.  Next
speaker, Paul HU A-NG? Mark DeFelice, it looks like DE
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capital F-E-L-1-CGE? Maria Stocknmal? To be foll owed by
Sarah Ri chards.

M5. MARIA STOCKVAL: H . M nane is Maria
Stockmal . | represent over 300 nmenbers of the New Haven
Bird Aub of which I'"'mthe Conservation Conmittee
Chai r per son.

W do support Stop the Pipeline and it’s
concerns. In addition, we are concerned about
di sappearing habitat that are friendly to birds. W have
di sappeari ng species in Connecticut and we have a decrease
in popul ation of some species. Qur pass time is becom ng
harder to find and it’s al so becomng a skill.

| know the pipeline runs through an area
called the Geen Corridor, which is a mgratory stop for
birds. | don't knowif the revision still has an inpact
on that area, but whether it does or not we need to take a
greater responsibility when we devel op or interrupt the
envi ronnent because we’'re probably losing nore than we're
gai ni ng.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Next speaker, Sarah R chards? Mke GUARNI-EERE? 11
Pl easant Drive. Linda Lantz, L-A-N-T-Z, followed by John
Lant z.

M5. LINDA LANCZ: Good evening. M name is
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Li nda Lancz and | am a Board nenber of the Ecol ogi cal
Heal th Organi zati on, whose purpose is to nonitor any
projects that are proposed that inpact the environnment. |
was -- |I'’mcurrently living in Quilford, but | was born in
Branford and | amextrenely famliar with all the inpacted
areas on the shoreline that are currently being proposed
for the pipeline.

| don’t know how anybody can seriously
consider this proposal. It absolutely boggles ny mnd
that it has been even given such serious consideration and
it has taken two years out of the lives of all the people
that you see here tonight who have had to waste their tine
on this kind of foolishness. Now, Connecticut has been
through this before with another proposal for the Antrak
train, where we saw all of Connecticut was united agai nst
that foolishness and after years of wearing down the
opposition we got it anyway. And this is nmy concern about
what we’re goi ng through again and agai n.

Wiy are we here tonight? | would like to
know and | amsorry that no one on the Arny Corps of
Engi neers has addressed the issue of why this hearing is
even being held after DEP has denied this proposal. This
is out of order as far as | understand it. But | am

hopi ng sonmebody will speak to that.
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But what | want to talk about is the
process of why we are here. | understand it’s because the
adm ni stration has put pressure on you and put you in the
hot seat to try to reconsider something that has been
totally rejected by everybody. There is no support for
this proposal. |In fact, there is such active opposition
as represented here tonight that it should not even be
considered, it should be dropped. Now, what we shoul d do
is look for something that will give a pernmanent
i njunction against this proposal so that we don’t have to
cone out here and waste our tine night after night with
this kind of situation

It is a waste. It is a threat. And I'm
begi nning to think that Anerican denocracy nmeans that al
t he peopl e have the right to speak and vote and organi ze
and the peopl e who are supposed to be leading this country
have the right to ignore us.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Next speaker, John Lancz.

MR JOHN LANCZ: John Lancz. |I'ma
Congregational mnister, forner resident of Stony Creek,
current resident of Quilford. And | hold in ny hand a
publication by Islander East that tells nme that they

strive to be a good neighbor. | w sh that were true and
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